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iThe answer was no, but they’re:
done yet. « {
Buch was the feeling yesterday
- the - eight men from Skagit
Winty as they left the Seattle
trict Army Engineers head-
rters in Seattle after having
proposal to declare an
ergency to have a new channel
in the mouth of the Skagit,
turned down.
ty Commissioner Lowell
s acted as spokesman for
mmittee from the Skagit
Flood Control Council
was instructed by the coun-
their Dec. 16 meeting to
federal aid in having the
channel dredged at the
:of the north fork of the
‘River. :

Gives Resolutions

L presented - resolutions

gl,e‘.‘ll dike districts in Skag-
ity to Col. Norman A. Mat-
asking that the work be
order to provide a faster
of the Skagit’s water and
er the river level by a foot

cgi_n't realize how import-
ifference of a few inches
es during a flood mean
commented Hughes.
s of the colonel’s staff
g out that their studies
d that the river bottom of
it has remained more or
e in the past 18 years,
ed that the tidal flats

with silt.

outlet would continue toj-

Matthias told the group

that federal emergency funds can
be used only for replacing public
works that have been destroyed
or are in the process of®construc-
tion. Otherwise, he said, the com-
mittee would have to ask Con-
gress for money to conduct an-
other survey of the area to see if
the benefits would justify the cost
of new work.

Funds Sought

(The chamber of commerce
earlier this year requested Con-
gressman Jack Westland to work
for a $20,000 appropriation from
the U.S. to finance such a survey.
It is expected that efforts to ob-
tain that federal allocation will
be stepped up.) >

George Kurttila, civil engineer

for the Army in the planning sec-|

tion for navigation projects,
pointed out that their office has
a report on flood control and
navigation made on the Skagit
now in Washington, D.C., before
the Chief of Engineers.

He said action is expected on
the report in the next two years.
However, the colonel said that the
information within the report
would be made available to the
county and the diking districts.

Kurttila said that- some of the
main recommendations in the re-
port were for extension and rais-
ing of the dikes from Burlington
down to the mouth of the river.

Agree to Study

In'addition to this information,
the Ar_my Engineer agreed to
have his staff make a compara-

‘ber of Commerce;

,_ iver Group Awais Information
8y Army In Planning New Move

tive study of 1937 soundings of the
river and the tide flats as against
those taken in July, 1955, and for-
ward the report to the Skagit
County engineer, H. O. Walberg,
next week.

Col. Matthias indicated that it
might be possible to do some
work on the river under a 1947
resolution by Congress concern-
ing development of navigation on
Puget Sound inland waters. He
said that many factors could ac-
count for the high water this past
November when the volume was
47,000 cubic feet per second less
than in the flood five years ago
and that the same amount .of
water might have a lower level
at the next high water due to
changes in the. river.

Those attending the meeting
from Skagit County included be-
sides Hughes: Earl Hanson,
chairman of the flood control
council; Daniel Sundquist, chair-
‘man of Dike District No. 3;
Charles Christianson, secretary
of Dike District No. 1; Noble Lee,
chairman of Dike District ‘No. 2;
Jim Dunlap of Dunlap Towing
Company; Leo Beckley, repre-
senting the Mount Vernon Cham-
and Skagit
County Engineer H. O. Walberg,
who acted as technical adviser.

Members of the group said this
morning that they were awaiting
the promised information from
the Army before announcing their
next step in their fight to lessen

the flood threat to the lowlying
farmland of Skagit County.
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WHITHER, OH RIVER—Maps of Skagit County, figures and technical talk filled
the air yesterday in the meeting between the Army Engineers and members of
the Skagit County Flood Control Council. Civil Engineer for the Army George
Kurttila at left is discussing the tide flat situation at the mouth of the river with

Charles Christianson, seated, Jim Dunlap, who is pointing to Ika Island, and Earl
Hanson, far right. ! 3




